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THE MICHIGAN SWING
 DANCE ASSOCIATION

IT’S ALL ABOUT BENJI!!!
 NEXT MSDA PARTY

SEPTEMBER 17
Beg & Int Lessons     3 PM
 Dance Party     4PM- 8PM

Our parties are at RHYTHM ‘N’
SHOES BALLROOM DANCE

STUDIO in Bloomfield Hills, MI.
Details on page 4.

FMI: 248-390-0515 or
msda@att.net

If you attended last year’s Michigan Classic, you may have had the pleasure of
watching Benji dance or you may even have danced with him in the charity dance he
organized on the spur of the moment for an ailing DJ. He was supposed to be here
this year but competed on the summer’s most popular TV show, “So You Think You
Can Dance” and WON! This goofy, unassuming 22 year old Mormon from CA is now
world famous and, along with his cousin Heidi, have put West Coast Swing on the
international map. Hits to dance sites are up astonomically and people are showing
up at dance studios in droves. Tour tickets are going for $400 on eBay already. Here
are a few details on our latest dance celeb.
     “LORD OF THE DANCE ... Benji Schwimmer, 22, a swing dancer from California,
won the top prize on the Fox reality show So You Think You Can Dance 2.
“Thank you so much America,” said the 22-year-old, who’s become almost as famous
for his uncontrollable weeping as he has for his moves. After the almost 16-million
votes were counted, Schwimmer, the son of “King of Swing”  Buddy Schwimmer,
was crowned America’s favourite dancer over jazz dancer Travis Wall. (Reports are
that he got only 78 more votes than Travis.)
Donyelle Jones, a hip-hop specialist from California, and Schwimmer’s cousin Heidi
Groskreutz, a swing/ballroom dancer from New Jersey, were eliminated earlier in the
finale. As the winner, Schwimmer will receive a $100,000 US cash prize, a new car
and a one-year contract with Celine Dion’s Las Vegas show. “I am delighted to be
the first one to congratulate Benji on becoming America’s favourite dancer,” Dion
said in a pre-taped message.
     His next projects include three offers to do Broadway, a sitcom offer (in which he
plays a lovelorn geek) and a movie offer titled “For Love and Dance”. He will not be
making the Fred Astaire reprise.
      He is also very active in his Charity called DEMAND with some new staff. He will
be collecting some donations for his charity very soon.”
In his own words, fresh from his now famous myspace.com site:

NEWSFLASH!!!!    Current mood: excited
     Hey guys...well some new twists and turns of events have conspired in the last few days...so much news to announce. I
have agreed to do my first feature film with Heidi. Its dubbed “For Love and Dance” ...we both will have speaking roles in it
to get our feet wet. We play champion swing dancers (far fetched eh?)...its going to be a lot of fun and we film at the end of
this year after the tour. Tour is coming along very well....we are in our second day of rehearsals...they’re going great!!!!
Great dancing with everyone again. The whole conceptualization of the tour is just awesome! We rehearse in a secret
location right next to Janet and her tour as well as Pink and Tom Petty. I have a new song I will be doing for my solo in the
tour. That should be fun!!!
     On other news...Sadly, the Fred Astaire movie is not going to happen. BUT!!!! I have just received a few new scripts and
I’m wrestling with a few different sitcoms and possibly Broadway shows coming after the tour. Things are crazy right
now....but in a good way!!! I’m just counting my lucky stars and blessings....DEMAND is coming along amazingly. I have
new staff working on getting the website up as well as international recognition coming to the for front for more exposure
and attention. Come the end of the year I will be asking for volunteers as well as donations and fundraisers so keep in
touch with this site in the coming months.
I love you guys...and miss performing live on TV for all of you...CANT WAIT FOR THE TOUR!
Brush your teeth!!!
Benji

BENJI SCHWIMMER



BOB CAMPBELL
MICHAEL HAYNIE
LIN  ARMITAGE
DAWN AUBREY
JOHN LOGIUDICE
TONI SCHWARTZ
JOHN PERNA
JUDY LOEBL
LESLIE SZUREK
DARLENE MATTHEWS
LAWRENCE SIERADSKI

9/4
9/6
9/7
9/12
9/13
9/17
9/20
9/20
9/23
9/25
9/27

The MSDA has a birthday party
every month for those with birthdays
during that month. We announce the
members’ names, have a birthday
dance especially for them and serve
cake. We also have a gift for those
present at the party in their birthday
month. Please be sure to see Alice
at the front desk before leaving the
party...it needs to be laminated.

FUTURE PARTIES

Please note: Some of the dates are
not on the 3rd Sunday due to
holidays or convention dates.
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NEW MEMBERS
The MSDA warmly welcomes the
following Dancers to the club.
Thanks so much for your support!

ANGELA MANLONI
HARRY NORTON
SHEILA FOLGER

September 17

October 22
November 19
December 10

HELP OUR CLUB GROW
 AT THE NEXT DANCE:

SAY HELLO TO SOMEONE
YOU DON’T KNOW
LEARN THREE NEW NAMES
ASK TWO NEW PEOPLE TO
DANCE

J
J

J BIRTHDAYS...AN ISSUE FOR SOME
MEMBERS. It has been brought to my
attention that some people HATE being
called out on the floor for the birthday
dance and may even stay home that
day to avoid it. Yet I know that others
love it. So, please let me know if you
don’t want your birthday published in

the newsletter and/or if you don’t want
to come out on the floor. I’ll be happy to

respect your wishes.     SN

       LOCAL AND
 NATIONAL EVENTSH

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY

PEOPLE H

More and more people are requesting
that I don’t list their birthdays. Please
understand that you can have your
birthday listed and still not be called
out onto the floor.

SWING NIAGARA
Buffalo, NY     Sept. 24-27.
Mario Robau Jr., Angel & Debbie
Figueroa, Jordan Frisbee & Tatiana
Mollmann, John Lindo, Mary Ann Nunez.
http://www.swingniagara.com/

SUMMER HUMMER
August 24 - 27, 2006. Framingham. MA.
h t t p : / / w w w . d a n c e p r o s . n e t /
summerhummerhome.html

DALLAS DANCE
August 31- Sept 3, 2006. Dallas, TX
http://www.dallasdance.com/

NASHVILLE CLASSIC
November  2 - 4, 2006.  Nashville, TN.
Workshops, competitions,  showcases,
over 600 people expecte to attend!
http://NashvilleClassic.com

DANCE JAM
September 16 at Ron Bator’s house in
Westland. Connection, Technique
(intention) and Musicality. Details on
page 4.

     We are proud members of the
NASDE & WSDC and the National Fast
Dance Assciation.
     Jordan Frisbee & Tatiana Mollmann,
Parker Dearborn & Jessica Cox, Robert
& Nicola Royston, Robert Cordoba &
Deborah Szekely, Jason Barnes & Erica
Berg, Matt & Crystal Auclair, Markus
Smith & Deonna Ball, Keith Gussoni &
Celeste Pfefferle, Robin Smith & Darlene
Long Cree, Mike Topel, Doug Rousar,
Beata Howe, & Kevin Fitzhugh & Tammy
Brown, Fred & Tina Price & more!
     DJ Staff: Victor Loveira, Greg
Parmerton, Ray Coker, Don Kingen,
Steve Neeren, & Fred Price.
     Competition Divisions: Classic,
Showcase, Sophisticated, Masters,
Cabaret, Team, Young America, Jack &
Jills, Strictlys, Full Pro Am Division, All
Star Jack & Jill, Pro Strictly & Hustle
     Cool Springs Marriott Hotel, Frankllin,
TN, 1-615- 261-6100, 1-888-403-6772,
$109.00 Nashville Classic Rate.
MOVE ACROSS THE RIVER
Nov 8 - 12, 2006.  Ft. Mitchell, KY
http://americanbopassociation.com/

US OPEN SWING DANCE
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Nov. 23-26, 2006
Anaheim Marriott Hotel, Anaheim, CA
Ron Martin, (800) 537-8937
email: usopenswingdc.com
website: www.usopenswingdc.com

CASH BASH
Nov. 24-26, 2006
Hilton Garden Inn, Twinsburg, OH
Ernie Virden, (339) 823-5804
email: tvirden@neo.rr.com
website: www.cashdanceclub.org

SWING CITY CHICAGO
Oct 27 - 29     Itasca, IL
Hotel: Wyndam Northwest Chicago
http://www.swingcitychicago.com/

PLEASE   REMEMBER
TO TAKE YOUR MSDA MEMBERSHIP CARD WITH YOU WHEN ASKING FOR DISCOUNTS
AT STUDIOS AND EVENTS.THEY ARE HAPPY TO GIVE YOU THE DISCOUNT BUT
SHOULD NOT HAVE TO TAKE YOUR WORD FOR IT THAT YOU ARE A MEMBER. BELIEVE
IT OR NOT, SOME PEOPLE MASQUERADE AS MSDA MEMBERS.
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 DISCOUNTS
FOR MEMBERS B

DANCE ELITE BALLROOM STUDIO
6315 Haggerty, W. Bloom. American
and International Ballroom Dancing.
Group and private lessons for all ages.
Barry Douglas teaches Hustle and
WCS. Thursday night Swing and
Hustle parties on certain Thursdays. $1
Discount to MSDA members.  Check
the calendar. Friday night parties with
Glenn Clark. Lesson at 8, dance from 9
to 11.Saturday night dance parties, 9
to midnight, $10. 248-926-8522. http://
eliteballroom.com.

ARGENTINE TANGO DETROIT
7758 Auburn Road, Utica
 586-254-0560. An instructor from
Deliz DanceSport is teaching Salsa &
Swing on Mondays!  $1.00 off all
events  to MSDA members.
lori@argentinetangodetroit.com
http://www.argentinetangodetroit.com

RHYTHM -N- SHOES DANCE STUDIO
Dances on Thursday nights. $7. 9 to 11
PM. Light snacks served. $1.00
discount to MSDA & MSSHD
members on Thursday night dances.
Suzy Brecht is the manager of the
studio, as well as a teacher and the DJ.
Group Lessons: $12/person or buy a
Rhythm Card for $90 that entitles you to
10 Group Lessons.

The MSDA dance is at this studio
on Sunday, September 17.

See details on pages  4

2172 Franklin Rd, Bloomfield Hills.248-
334-0299. See attached schedule.
RhythmNShoes@aol.com.
http://www.rhythm-n-shoes.com
Directions to the studio are  on page 5.


